
St. John XXIII Parish
1 Arcade Street

West Seneca, NY 14224

(716) 823-1090

Dear Friends:

“A time to tear down, and a time to build” says the Book of Ecclesiastes.  In 

1994, nearly 30 years ago, our present Johannus Organ was installed in 

the Parish.  The Organ had a useful life of 20 years, and we were fortunate 

to have been able to extend that life by an extra 30%.  There are signs of 

the Organ’s age and the Instrument itself is nearing its end.  At our first 

Town Hall Meeting back in 2016, the Organ was listed as one of the 

upcoming replacement items of the Parish.  We are now at a generational 

decision impacting the music ministry of the Parish.

Now Is The Time.  When Msgr. Francis Growney designed our Magnificent 

Church, he made it very acoustic: a poured Terrazzo floor, pitched ceilings, 

plenty of speakers, a Choir Loft above the vestibule -- complete with 

windows celebrating the Patron Saints of Music and Theatre.  A Pipe Organ 

for the Choir Loft was not feasible given the initial building construction, and 

was designed for later inclusion.  This upcoming March, we will install a 26-

rank Pipe Organ in the Choir Loft.  It will capstone all the improvements we 

have made together over these last several years and complete the 

Church.  Long-term, this Instrument will add to the Church’s legacy for 

years to come.

The beauty of an Organ is that it can capture the sound of a full orchestra.  

Called the “King of Instruments,” it bows in reverence to the Mass itself.  St. 

John XXIII referred to the Organ as an Instrument contributing “beauty and 

splendor” to the Church’s worship, and Vatican II’s Sacrosanctum 

Concilium referenced how the Organ “powerfully lifts up man's mind to God 

and to higher things.”  Pipe Organ Music is real.  It reflects the Body of 

Christ by the size and shape of each unique pipe, to the diversity and 

uniqueness of each member of the People of God.  Working together, the 

pipes create a harmony in the liturgy, generating sound while using the 

same air as the people participating in the Mass, along with the candles, 

incense and proclaimed Word of God.
  

The Pipe Organ Itself.  We have partnered with the Peragallo Pipe Organ 
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Company of Paterson, New Jersey to create this Instrument.  The 

Peragallo family is nationally known for their competence and 

sophistication, and are the caretakers of the St. Patrick Cathedral Organ in 

Manhattan. A diagram of the Magnificent Pipe Organ is on the reverse side 

of this letter.

You Can Help. Please help us enhance our liturgies.  Every gift of any 

amount for this project is a lasting remembrance, and there is no greater 

gift than that to God for use in the liturgy.  Jesus says, “For where your 

treasure is, there also will your heart be” (Mt. 6:21).  This Instrument will be 

used for years in our Church, and I encourage you to prayerfully consider a 

donation that helps this project through the accompanying brochure.   I 

wholeheartedly appreciate your loyalty and support.

In Christ through Mary,

Rev. John E. Stanton

Pastor
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